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Claping is any act of persecution committed 
against the Amish. Examples of claping include 
verbal harassment, blowing up mailboxes, forc-
ing Amish buggies off the road with motorized 
vehicles, killing Amish-owned animals, and 
spraying the Amish with fire extinguishers.

The qualitative data supported routine activi-
ties theory in that the participants (i.e., offend-
ers) were motivated, the Amish were considered 
suitable targets, and there was a perception that 
guardians to discourage these types of crimes 
were absent. Based on interviews, the offend-
ers revealed various motivations for engaging 
in these crimes, such as the perception that 
the Amish are “different,” a desire for excite-
ment, and the belief that the Amish deserve 
such treatment. The Amish were considered 
suitable targets for various reasons, such as the 
perceived absence of consequences, the belief that the Amish were inferior, and the belief 
that they were vulnerable or an “easy target.” The participants cited various themes indi-
cating the lack of capable guardians, such as the low probability of getting caught and a 
belief that society accepted claping and devalued the Amish.

Waldner and Berg applied a revision of routine activities theory to understanding anti-
gay violence.29 They employed Finkelhor and Asdigian’s revised routine activities theory, 
which includes the concept of target congruence.30 Target congruence is when various 
personal characteristics of individuals could possibly enhance their vulnerability to vic-
timization since these characteristics have some congruence with the needs and motives 
of the offenders. Thus, certain offenders are attracted, or respond, to particular types of 
victims or particular characteristics in victims, making these victims more vulnerable.31

Some researchers have attempted to understand hate crime within the social disorgani-
zation theoretical framework. Further, those factors associated with non-hate crime are 
similar to factors related to hate crime (i.e., bias crime always consists of behavior that 
is criminalized).32 Thus, low residential stability, poverty, and increased racial diversity 
may result in a breakdown of social relationships which leads to increase hate crimes 
as well as non-hate crimes.33 Some research has supported the social disorganization 
theory.34

Another facet of studying hate crimes is examining individuals’ perceptions of hate 
crimes, or how people view such offenses.35 Plumm and her colleagues implemented a 
jury simulation model to explore different forms of victim blame involving an assault 
motivated by bias against sexual orientation.36 They concluded that jurors may consider 
various factors in these types of cases. Jurors may not agree that a violent crime moti-
vated by bias should necessarily be deemed a hate crime. Rather, other factors may be 
considered in the context of attributions of victim blaming. Thus, “prosecution of hate 
crimes may, therefore, be unsuccessful to the extent that extra-legal factors contribute to 
victim blaming.”37

Multicide

There are several categories of multicide, or individuals who kill multiple victims. Some 
are serial killers, who kill single victims over time with a cooling period between the kill-
ings, whereas others are mass murderers, who kill multiple victims at one place at one 

1. The __________ Act is named after two victims of hate
crimes.

2.	 The __________ Act is part of the UCR program.

3. A hate crime is an offense that must be __________ by
an individual with a bias against the victim’s race, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation, and/or ethnicity/national origin.

4. __________ theory was applied to understanding hate
crimes against the Amish.
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